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"In the beginning was The Word, 
And The Word was with God, 
And The Word was God." 
And God took The Word 
And thrust it deep 
Inside of his creation, Man, 
Who stood a dumb and silent thing, 
Who stood a still and quiet thing, 
A stolid, speechless, mute-like thing 
That God had fashioned—Man. 
And Man tried to grasp and bring it forth, 
He choked and tried to cough it forth, 
This firm, deep-rooted sound in him— 
This sound that was his voice . . . . 
Man groaned, and a curse rolled out; 
Man cried, and out came song; 
Man moaned, and speech poured out; 
Man sighed, and a prayer was born! 
Then came The Word . . . . 
And Man took The Word 
From out the breeze 
And flung it to the sky, 
Where it danced across the ether 
To the ears of God, who smiled, 
For The Word was Man's! 
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